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15   Individuals graduated  from Court Treatment Program 
“After getting 3 DUI’s I had a choice to stay in jail or complete a treatment program.  Accepting the DUI 

treatment program was the best thing that happened to me.  There were many steps you must take to 

graduate from the program and having a high school diploma or GED was one of them.  I reached out to the 

York County Literacy Council program for help.  They set up a tutor to work with me on my math.  Without 

my tutor and the York County Literacy Council, I would not have passed my GED.  Now I can look at taking 

college classes to better myself and my career.  I currently work in the hotel industry and would like to get a 

bachelor’s degree in hospitality and management. “ Angela E., 2018 
 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 Individuals earned their High School Equivalency Diploma  
“It does take a village and I'm so thankful to all of you for the life-changing work that you 

do.  Thanks so much for enabling me to be a part of such a worthwhile endeavor.  You've 

empowered Catherine to realize her dreams of becoming a Dental Assistant and enriched 

my life immeasurably.” Alexis, Tutor 2018 

    

 

      31 Individuals became United States Citizens 
 Citizenship Ready class includes lessons on American Government,  American  

 History, and the naturalization process. The Literacy Council  partners with  

 the Pennsylvania Immigrations Resource Center and CASA who  provide  

 informational presentations and certified advocates to help with the  application  

 process.  

York County Literacy Council 
empowers adults and families 

 with functional literacy skills in English 
that enable them to participate  

productively in the home, workplace 
and community. 

Thumbs Up to Our Spring 2018 Bea Blatner Scholarship Winners!   
Established in 2015, the Bea Blatner Scholarship was created to help support YCLC students 

who are continuing their education.  Pictured with York County Literacy Council Board 

President, Steve Harrison and Executive Director, Bobbi Anne DeLeo, Peta is on her way to 

becoming a registered nurse and will be conducting her clinical in 2019.  Ebonie is studying to be 

a respiratory therapist. 

24  Individuals graduated from the Pre-Nurse Aide Training Course 

Learning about the Nurse Aide’s job responsibilities, requirements, terminology, basic tasks 

performed and healthcare pathways helped students in their careers decisions.  Sixteen 

individuals became employed in the healthcare field and  seven are furthering their 

education. 
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BUCK A BOOK® (BAB) Reading Program  

 

Honey bees may have as many as 60,000 bees in one hive.  They live a short life  
(about 6 weeks) and the average bee produces only about one tenth of a teaspoon of 

honey.  Brown’s Orchards partnered with YCLC to provide educational and informative 

assemblies to BUCK A BOOK SCHOOLS across York County.  School students also 

learned about adults who struggle to read, those who want to go back to school to get 

their high school diploma and adults who want to learn English as a Second Language.  

BAB participants read books, raised funds to support literacy programs and earned “family 

activity prizes”.  Schools can earn books for their libraries and the top class in each school 

will receive a $50 gift card for school room supplies.  BAB recognition event was held at 

two York Revolution games this spring where students were recognized for their 

achievements.   

 

Our 2018 BUCK A BOOK ® Sponsors 

Appell Center for the Performing Arts, AvalancheXpress, Bob’s Outdoor & Power Equipment, Columbia Gas of PA,  
Doceo Office Solutions, Heritage Lawn & Landscape Care, McDonald’s York Adams Operator/Owners, Members 1st Federal Credit 

Union, OSS Health, Roundtop Mountain Resort, Sheetz,  WSBA 910 & WARM 103 Radio, Weaver Eye Associates, York City Ice 

Arena, & York Revolution. 

  
We wish to thank the many students, parents, sponsors, teachers, volunteers and schools who make BUCK A 

BOOK® READING PROGRAM successful! 

 

“Pamper Yourself”— 

Healthy & Beautiful Bingo 
 

To benefit the York County Literacy Council 

 
**New Location** 

Thursday, September 20, 2018 –  

Dover Township Community Center 

3700 Davidsburg Rd., Dover, PA  17315 

 
Limited seating!  Hot food!  Lots of parking!  Door Prizes!  Raffles!  

Special Game! 
 

Featuring Thirty-One bags and more! 

 
  

Tickets: $22.00 per person at the door (cash only); $20 in 

advance, prepaid by 9/17/18. 

Prepaid ticket holders receive 1 FREE entry into our “Early 

Bird” drawing for a grocery card 
Each entry ticket receives 1 set of bingo cards (20 games) 

One winner per game 

All containers feature healthy & beautiful gifts suitable for pampering! 

 
For Tickets:  Call Toyah (717) 845-8719 or email:  

info@yorkliteracy.org 
 

Doors open at 5:30; Bingo starts at 7:00 PM.   
No admittance without ticket!  

(This is a non-smoking event.)   

 

It gives us great pleasure to announce 

Kim Swindle as our new Adult Programs 

Manager. In her new role, Kim will have 

oversight of YCLC’s Adult Education 

programs including: Adult Reading, 

English As a Second Language, and 

Literacy in the Workplace. 

 

Melody Patton has been promoted to 

Adult Reading Coordinator at YCLC. 

She brings to the position her passion 

for helping adults realize their 

educational, personal and work related 

goals. 
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Getting my GED means everything to me.  

“Making poor choices caused me to drop out of 

high school in the 10th grade and I’ve wanted to 

get my GED pretty much ever since.  Feeling 

overwhelmed about the process and not really 

knowing where to start I just kept putting it off 

until another poor choice led me to something 

positive and that led me to the Literacy Council, which has been super helpful 

every step of the way and I am very grateful to have the support of everyone 

there,”  said Derek. 

I always felt like the staff was rooting for me.  “I 

passed 3 of the 4 tests within the first month of going to 

the Literacy Council.  After that, they matched me with a 

tutor and he began helping me with math.  My journey was 

hard, working two jobs and taking care of a household.  But 

was well worth it,” said Sherry.  With her High School 

Equivalency Diploma in hand, Sherry was hired by a local 

manufacturer, finally realizing her dream of a full-time job with benefits!     

Eye Opening Experiences & Insight 

 
For sixteen years I’ve written about the inspirations and the challenges 

of our students. But in this edition of the Written Word, I have turned 

my page over to three YCLC Board Members to share their insights 

and their eye-opening experiences.    

 
It has been very rewarding to be a tutor for the YCLC.  The ESL 

student (I tutor) has an impressive educational background with two 

master degrees in finance (from Puerto Rico).  She just needed some 

conversational practice with financial terms so she feels more 

confident in a new job.   

Stephen Harrison, NorthWest Bank ,YCLC Board President 

 

I’m so glad that I got a chance to sit in on the Adult Learners Class 

yesterday.  It was a really great experience.  The instructors do a 

really nice job.  The students are so engaged and happy to be there, 

you can tell they are eager to learn and to help each other.  I really 

liked how they incorporated using the laptops (computers) during the 

second half of the class.  I think we often take for granted the things 

we do automatically every day, like reading, writing, and using a 

computer and this experience was a reminder that we are really 

blessed and that the work that the York County Literacy Council does 

is very much needed and appreciated by many.  Towards the end of 

class, I ended up helping a young lady I was sitting next to figure out 

how to scroll up and down on a page and helping a gentleman with 

counting syllables during the computer activity.  

Juanita Baxter, Wellspan Health, YCLC Board Member 

 

As the daughter of an immigrant, what an eye-opening experience it 

was to observe a Basic English as a Second Language (ESL) class.  

The majority of students had recently relocated here from Spanish 

speaking countries but there were also students from Asia, Middle East 

and Africa.  I had the opportunity to work through each exercise with 

them, watching those who had a better understanding of the language 

help those who were just beginning their journey. There were a few 

times when the teacher left the room and the students engaged in 

conversation in their native language. These conversations were lost 

on me, as English is my only language, and so I was reminded of 

how it must feel to be in the room of English speakers and not 

understand or be able to participate in the conversation.  It was very 

humbling to realize, for most of the students in the room, this was their 

daily reality.  

 

The work the York County Literacy Council does is important in 

helping individuals gain an understanding of the English language that 

will help them in their workplace, school, and everyday life. The whole 

experience gave me a deeper appreciation for what my mother went 

through when she came to the US and a better understanding of what 

our local literacy council did for her. 

Wilda Alessi, Leadership York , YCLC Board Member 

 

I knew you’d enjoy them! If you have an inspirational experience that 

you’d like to share, please write me at exec.dir@yorkliteracy.org.  I 

hope to hear from you.   

 

    Happy Summer! 

 

   

 

    Bobbi Anne DeLeo 

    Executive Director 

Welcome YCLC team members! 
 
Next Step Program Coordinator:  

Diana Ramos  Originally from Puerto 

Rico, Diana has her Master of Educational 

Supervision & Administration.  She is a 

mom to 3 children, loves the outdoors and 

tasting new foods.  As Coordinator,  Diana 
connects YCLC students to business 

agencies or institutions that provide 

services, training or higher education and employment. 

 

Hanover Coordinator & ESL Instructor: 

JJ Dugan   A former high school English & ESL 

teacher JJ, will oversee operations at our 

Hanover office as well as teach classes at our 

York and Hanover locations.  JJ is an avid 

mountain biker, a life-long fan of all things 

Science Fiction and plays bass in the acoustic 

duo Faded Denim. 

 
ESL Instructor: Brianne Hornbaker holds a 

degree in Intercultural Studies with a 

concentration in Applied Linguistics. She has 

lived in York almost 5 years and has four young 

children. In her free time she enjoys reading, 

baking and hand weaving on her loom. 

mailto:exec.dir@yorkliteracy.org


York Office 

800 East King Street 

York, PA  17403 

717-845-8719 

FAX: 717-699-5620 

Info@YorkLiteracy.org 
 

Hanover Branch Office 

2 Library Place 

Hanover, PA  17331 

717-632-5183 ext 321 

JJdugan@YorkLiteracy.org 

As a charitable organization, the York County Literacy Council is required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to register 

annually. A copy of the official registration and financial information of YCLC may be obtained from the Department of State by 

calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 

An affiliate 
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8:30 AM — 3:00 PM 

We Reached Our Goal! 

2018 Literacy  

Empowerment Campaign 

Renewing Dreams! 

We would like to express our most sincere appreciation to the Donley Family, 

to Cindy and Tom Donley, Honorary Chairs of the 2018 Literacy 

Empowerment Campaign, and to the generous donors including a matching 

gift sponsor for helping YCLC to exceed the $85,000 Goal.  

May 4, 2018 was an amazing day 

for the first Give Local York!   

YCLC received 127 gifts  

for a total of  

$22,775 !  

Thank you York !!! 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR NEXT YEAR:  May 3, 2019 

 

We greatly appreciate your donations that assist over 1,000 adults with their basic literacy skills.     

Enabling them to enter employment and/or post secondary education will help them reach their ultimate 

goal of becoming self sufficient. 


